November 21, 2010

Westtown Monthly Meeting

October minutes were approved with one small correction

News of Friends:
News from PYM:

· PYM sent an email to clerks asking Monthly Meetings to increase their covenant by 1%. Many meetings have agreed to this. We do not need to decide this now. The PYM Finance Committee would like to know what meetings are planning for the 2011-2012 fiscal year by February 2011. 
· Interim Meeting has been exploring why so many members do not attend Residential Yearly Meeting. In 2012 residential meeting will be in Philadelphia. The Meeting will offer Radical Hospitality, Friends opening their homes to friends from afar. In 2012 there will be no March Sessions only the summer session. This year the Residential Meeting will be at deSalles University at the end of July.

· Rose Koenig’s work of the Education Standing Committee is very much appreciated.
News from CQM:
· On October 23, 2011 Westtown MM will be the site of the Quarterly Meeting.

· For the next two years, Monthly Meetings are free to give as they wish to the Quarterly Education Fund. This money will go directly into the Tuition Fund and this will be combined with interest from the Education Endowment for grants to Quarterly students attending Friend’s Schools.

· Willistown MM held a session on communication held by Wright Horne. Lynda McCourt went on our behalf.

News from First Day School

· Susan Waterhouse, Ginny Sutton, Deb Wood, Cheryle Oshman-Blunt served as the hiring committee for a new First Day School Teacher. Applications were received from Nichole Davidson and Lynda McCourt. The two were interested and willing to split the time. They had their first session with children last Sunday and sent a note to families describing what they are doing. We will hear from Cheryle and the Middle School in the December Meeting and the Elementary Program in January.

Committee Reports

W&M:

· Most of the Meeting was devoted to the discussion of Rex Ambler’s book

· A very brief discussion was held on the topic of the queries and the sharing of ideas with Janet Nicholson and how to better serve international students. (See October’s minutes) The School Religious Life Committee feels that the Monthly Meeting should take the lead on this (the Sunday Meeting). This discussion overlaps with discussions about how to invigorate the Quaker Leadership Program and have them more involved in the life of the Sunday Meeting. The times when Ernie invites the Meeting to brunch could be more organized to encourage more interaction between members and international students.
· Holiday discussions:

· Confirmed the laying down of the Advent Garden

· Rebecca Mays will coordinate the Christmas Eve service at 7:00PM

· Tom Haviland and Ginny Sutton will coordinate the Labyrinth on New Years Eve 7-9PM

P&SJC:
· Put the Solar Panels back on the White House petition was sent after the decision to put them on the White House.

· Took some students to Friend’s House for the annual 350.org event. 
· Harvest Celebration, and watching of the movie Fresh at the Cabin November 20th
· Work with Ginny Sutton on voting at Cheyney Campus. Shuttling students around

· Decided to use some of budget money to help the West Chester Growers Market with “local bucks” and then distributing these to groups who work with alleviating hunger in Chester County. 

PC&C

· Discussed Christmas Cards to members

· Discussed work with local members who do not attend

· Discussed the upcoming events.

New Business:

· Received a letter from Ruth Hunter wanting to move her membership back to Westtown Monthly.

· New York Yearly Meeting and New England Yearly Meeting meetings with ministers tend to be members of Friends United Meeting. Meetings are struggling with issues of containing in love and tenderness all the members of their local meetings over issues of homosexuality. We are asked to hold these in the light.

After a period of worship the meeting adjourned

Respectfully submitted

Margaret Haviland

Recording Clerk

