Westtown Monthly Meeting

Meeting for Worship for Business

5/16/2010, 8:30 am

Agenda

Silent Worship

1.  Reading, amendment and approval of Minutes for 4/18/2010. The Minutes were approved.
2.  Friends in need of our attention. The Byerlys (Don has moved to a new room at the Hickman, Catherine is at Brandywine Hall but will be home at the Hickman also in a new first floor room). Dan and Hoy White are great grand-parents. (Pastoral Care and Concern needs to decide what to do about their grandson Brian Nicholson who is still listed as a member). Karen Gallagher is doing better on her broken ankle. Janney and Tim Sterrett are doing well, Janney had a systemic infection and was successfully treated in the hospital and is home).The Mayers. Cheryle’s extended family is struggling mightily, Tom Fencelow).
3.  Announcements: See reverse side of this page.  First Day School Closing Meeting for Worship, 6/13/2010.  Discussion: location, and gift books.  Signups for Lake Suppers and Summer Coffees? Other announcements?

4.  Correspondence.  Catholic Social Services re. need for foster homes for teenagers.  Tim Cronister re. Saturday 6/26/2010 Memorial Service for David Cronister in Westtown Meeting House, re. coffee and comestibles.  Card sent to Pannone family re. release from membership and enrollment in FOWMM. A Card was sent to the Kluznicks sharing our ongoing love and holding of them in the Light. A card was sent to Barabar Turner checking with her and her spiritual life and our ongoing life 
Old Business

5.  Report from the teacher/caregivers of First Day School.  High points and low points?  What changes need to be made?  Is the compensation adequate?  Discussion:  do we want to continue the same format with paid teachers?  Search Committee: volunteers are needed to search for replacement teachers for those not continuing next year.  
Karen reports on middle age group. High point, sense of community and love of children for each other. Low point would be attendance which is spotty. So how to improve this might be to plan more intergeneraltional and service oriented projects, more interaction with older generation

CHeryle is glad that the groups were not integrated this year. Middle Schoolers wanted to just be MS. Next year looks for more integration. Attendance is the problem. On a few Sunday’s there are 11 kids, some only one or two. But there are a core of three or four kids. The Middle School students asked to learn the ways the Bible is sometimes in conflict with itself and so with Elson, the students explored the four gospels of the New Testament. When she sends an email out the week before she gets good attendance. One child shared via her parent that she really appreciates having the consistency of one person. 
Questions from Karen and Cheryle. What about this summer? Advent was a bit of a surprise. Last summer we hired someone to provide weekly childcare, outside playing. 

The Meeting approved a second year of this plan. We will need to hire someone to replace Abby McCourt, her life had taken her back to North Carolina. Karen will not be returning as she feels the need to focus on her own spiritual growth and be active in her own faith community closer to home. We will need to have a hiring committee, could last year’s committee come together again? Susan Waterhouse, Cheryle Oshman-Blunt, Shelagh Wilson, and Ginny Sutton will meet over the summer to look for a caregiver for the youngest children and a First Day School teacher for the elementary age school children. For the summer, we will look into Pat Bell’s interest. We will also look to sign up Middle Schoolers as an assistant caregiver. Susan Waterhouse’s committee will work on the summer piece. 
6.  Appointment of Ad Hoc Committee on Corporate Giving, and statement of their charge.  Kevin Gallagher, Elson Oshman Blunt, Marc Dear, Anne Wood, Deb Wood will serve as the Ad Hoc Committee. Their charge is to thresh the lists of potential beneficiaries of meeting contributions and to come up with a list of three to five for planned giving; to check PYM contributions to see what we already give to via PYM (we are not suggesting that we as a meeting would choose to not give just because PYM already does, this is just an awareness issue), are there memberships such as Jubilee that the Meeting wants to be a part of (five dollars a year??) that are not a lot of money but have symbolic value.
New Business

7.  Report from Nominating Committee on discussion of the position of Clerk of the Meeting, and the search for a new Clerk for 2010-2011.  Proposing a new configuration of Meeting Leadership: Clerk, Assistant Clerk and Corresponding Secretary. Two year renewable term. Assistant Clerk will become Clerk This summer the Nominating Committee will work to diligently to find individuals to bring forward to the meeting to serve in these positions in Sept 2010. The Meeting will pay for and send the three to Pendle Hill’s Clerking Workshop.  Peter Lane will send me the details for the recommendation. Peter Lane, Barbara Turner,XX,XX,. The Meeting approved the plan. 
8.  Feedback from this Meeting needed on PYM Budget for the upcoming year.  Report from Susan Waterhouse and Peter Lane, both from Interim Meeting, on the key issues on which PYM needs feedback.  Discussion. Rather than continuing to trim until everything is trimmed away to nothing,( and a great deal of trimming has been done,) how can we  fund our vision for the future PYM. Some rearrangement of paid positions, for instance Director of Development has been relieved of some responsibilities to free up more time for fund raising by going out after grants and other new and large gifts and to go out and meet with Monthly Meetings. There is also a recommendation to use a portion of the principal over the next three years to fund the meeting, to invest in PYM so to speak. 14 funds, under the care of PYM,  have been delisted these are the source of those capital funds, when these funds are gone they will not be replaced. The Monthly Meeting feels comfortable with the suggested direction of PYM’s budget.
9.  Westtown Meeting Budget for 2010-2011. Ask Elson for an electronic copy of his report. Given our current priorities for expenditures, and given the current plan for two types of corporate giving we have approved, can the Treasurer mock up a budget for the coming year that we might tweak here and there and then approve in June?  (Not for discussion right now:  we may also need to consider suggestions for a stair-chair, a contribution to the cleaning of carpets in the Lower Level, and a salary for a Secretary.)
Silent Worship

Plant Sale: Still plants to sell, the sale generated $900, the day itself there were only four members involved> How successful was it???????????????????
WESTTOWN MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 5/16/2010   

PLEASE BE SURE TO VISIT THE COFFEE HOST AND THE LAKE SUPPER HOST SIGNUPS, BOTH IN THE KITCHEN DOORWAY OF THE MEETING HOUSE LOWER LEVEL.  

Sunday, 5/16/2010.  

· Westtown Monthly Meeting:  Meeting for Worship for Business, 8:30 in Meeting House Lower Level.

· Old Kennett Meetinghouse Celebrates 300th year.  Join us in this testament to the freedom of religion we have enjoyed longer then we have had our United States! Seth Hinshaw, Architectural Historian, will share the results of his thorough research on the architectural traditions found in these very special places of worship. He will also discuss how the Quakers have shaped the county throughout its history. Light refreshments provided.  Fee: $3 per person.  Registration form is available online at: http://dsf.chesco.org/ccparks/lib/ccparks/newsletter/reg_form_fall_09.pdf or call Karen Marshall (610) 344-5469 for info.  
Friday, 5/21/2010.  PYM Library Book Sale.  10 am – 4 pm in the Cherry Street Room at Friends Center.  A short Follow up sale at noon, Sunday 5/23 following the rise of Meeting.

 

Sunday, 5/23/2010.  

· Providence Friends Meeting in Media, PA is holding a session on May  
23 that honors Conscientious Objectors. Everyone is invited to this fifth in our  series, "Inspired Pasta and Peace Talks."  All Conscientious Objectors in our region are invited as honored guests. There will be a panel discussion by COs from WWII, Vietnam and Iraq, and there will be a worship sharing where  all in attendance will participate. There will also be a chance for COs of all ages to visit with other COs.

· End of Life Issues Workshop.  Seaville Monthly Meeting, 12 noon, following  10 am worship and potluck.

Sunday 5/30/2010.  Westtown Meeting member and attender families are welcome to join Westtown boarding students and faculty families at noon brunch in the Dining Hall in the Westtown School main building.  Please spread out through the dining room so that we might bring some family life to the students!

Sunday 6/6/2010.  Committee Sunday: committees meet at 9 am, unless otherwise directed by committee clerks.

Saturday 6/12/2010.  Westtown Upper School Commencement at 11 am.  Students depart by 4 pm.

Sunday 6/13/2010.  First Day School Closing Meeting for Worship, 10:30.  Opportunity to give bibles to third graders, Faith & Practice to fifth graders, and thanks to the teachers & caregivers.  Location to be announced.

Sunday 6/20/2010.  

· Fathers’ Day

· Final Meeting for Business of the 2009-2010 school year, 8:30 am in Meeting House Lower Level.

In the Distance:
Wednesday, 7/28/2010-Sunday 8/1/2010.  PYM Summer Sessions: “We make the Road by Walking—How Are We called to be Prophetic in our Witness?”  De Sales University, Center Valley, PA.  
