Westtown Monthly Meeting
January 16, 2011

News of Friends and Friends of Concern:
The Meetings of Memorial for Tom Brown at Kendall and Westtown were well attended and moving. 

Dan White has several doctor appointments he is trying to manage and White Horse Village has suggested he move into the main building

Penny Goulding has recently come to a few meetings and helped with coffee.
Announcements”

Memorial Service for Bob James. A memorial service in the manner of Friends but not under the care of Friends. Here in the meeting house in the afternoon on 2/26.

Quarterly Meeting is next weekend 1/23. Do we have a sense of how many children will attend so we can give them a sense for child care. Peter Lane is one of the adults who is helping to coordinate the child care and is looking for help leaving from the school at 9:00 and returning 1:00.

Feburary 19th there is a square dance from 7-9 in the Girl’s Collection Room.

The Day Care has made an offer to a new Director, we are waiting to hear back from her

A young woman, Sarah Rogers has written to offer an 8 week yoga course here at the meeting. This will be an introductory level course and she will accept donations. We are not the space or the place. We suggested she contact West Chester Friends about using their gymnasium. Deb will share with her our collective wisdom and our sense that this not something for the meeting to actually do.
PC&C Game Night in the Cabin Friday February 11th 7-9PM. Students are invited to join. S’mores and hot cocoa. 

Going to start discussing membership in the next meeting

W&M is getting together for lunch 2/13 at noon to continue discussions on Rex Ambler’s book on Fox’s Journal. No preparation is required. The next discussion will be centered on the topic of groups. Read from Rex Ambler at the start of meeting to help focus.
Working on ways to build relationships between the school and meeting communities. Tom Haviland is the point person for this, Tom has met with Eric Mayer and Janet Nicholson though he has yet to meet with Rebecca Smith. One of the ideas is to include adult First Day School. Perhaps once a month “big kids” and adults would gather to do something while little kids are having FDS. One idea is to work on a pamphlet for new students especially international students to understand what goes on in meeting for worship. Other ideas are for worship sharing, Bible study, or readings to be discussed. 

It would be easier if this started in the south room rather than having adults and students leaving after fifteen minutes of worship.

Another suggestion was to have these sessions before meeting or for lunch at the rise of meeting. While this would keep us all in the meeting, we would lose more students that we might gain with the concurrent model. 

We would ask that the focus of the sessions be in the model of worship or worship sharing not for working on and writing of a pamphlet. The sessions become the prayerful foundation for a possible pamphlet.

Once a month felt frequent enough for these sessions to meet. Sign up for each session but not a commitment to attend all of them. 

The Meeting supports the idea for a once a month worship sharing adult FDS that would start in an alternative location concurrent to MFW. (It would not start in the Meeting House). 

A way to connect with students and attend worship and it needs to be done in a way that is supportive to meeting. Need to be careful that the students aren’t offered some sort of alternative every week. We want the richness of these experiences to come back to the meeting. 
The meeting had a full and rich discussion on the benefits of these alternatives to worship and the ways in which they detract from the meeting experience. We hope that Worship and Ministry, QLP, and Religious Life will work together on this to coordinate with an eye to not taking kids and members out of Meeting too frequently.
Old Business: 

Letter of support for Rebecca Mays in her work and travel in interfaith dialogue and her trip to Lebanon. The meeting will provide a letter recording her commitment to religious service. This letter is a sort of credentials, certification from the Religious Society of Friends. Part of it is for the non-Quakers to see her as coming as a recognized and supported representative of a religious body. 

New Business: We need to write a memorial minute for Tom Brown. Anne Wood who has known Tom since she was 16 will write the memorial. Janney would be a good resource for laying out the details/dates of Tom’s life. The Meeting appreciates Anne’s taking on this task of love. 
After a period of worship the meeting adjourned

Respectfully submitted

Margaret Haviland

Recording Clerk

