Westtown Monthly Meeting
February 20, 2011

January Minutes were read and approved

News of Friends and Friends of Concern:

Do we have any news of Bill Young whose address is no longer current?

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting
· PYM is doing a program for Children in the Meeting next Saturday 2/26. This is the annual “We Can Do it Day”.

· Harriett Heath will be bringing a program on being a Quaker Parent to Quarterly Meeting.

· Junior Interim Meeting has been meeting when adult Interim Meeting meets. The children have put together a minute expressing their intention. They have chosen to play with children in a local shelter in cooperative games. The next step is to collect new and gently used sports equipment for the St Barnabas shelter. 
· Adult Interim Meeting is working on a Middle School Young Friends pilgrimage to the Quaker Country in England. This will happen 2012. This summer Swedish Yearly Meeting is meeting and Juliet Lane is the PYM representative and she and Pete will be attend along with Tom Swaine. Juliet would like a traveling minute.

· PYM has also been looking at attendance at Monthly Meetings. There has been a fair amount of hand wringing about the low attendance. PYM census attendance at all PYM monthly meetings year over year (2004-2010)  has been pretty constant at around 2000 adults and 700 children. 36 meetings have experienced an increase in membership 70 have experienced a decrease with 7 remaining the same. Large meetings get larger, small meetings get smaller. 2/3rds of the people go to 1/3 of the meetings. 

· Interim Committee has also been looking at attendance at Yearly Meeting. The focus will be the shift to summer sessions happening in 2012 in Philadelphia.

· PYM is looking for members for nominating committee. This is a three year, seven Saturday a year commitment.
New Business

· Report from First Day School-
·  Cheryle Oshman-Blunt reported on the Middle School group. A small group that is pretty steady in three or four kids. Spent September talking about respect and in October the group talked about who we are in community. In November and December we spent looking at conflict and ways of making peace. Currently discussing stewardship and have begun brainstorming ways to practice stewardship here or in the wider community. Using Lighting Candles in the Dark and the Young Readers edition of Three Cups of Tea.
· Lynda McCourt and Nicole Davidson are working with the younger children. Praise, what children are thankful for. They start with a prayer, a query, or a scripture reading. Such as “Are there two Benjamins in the world?”. They discussed the Prodigal Son and in February have been looking at meeting and what it is that Quakers believe. 

· The meeting expressed praise and gratitude for the work.

· A question was raised about connecting the FDS with the Faith and Practice that gets handed out to fifth graders and the Bibles in third grade.
· The meeting then discussed the ways in which the three teachers are coordinated. We discussed the need to track who was teaching when and we will ask the teachers to email the clerk on the Sundays they teach. 
· Letter of Travel for Rebecca Mays

· The clerk has written a minute lifting up Rebecca’s life of service and provide her with corporate support and recognition of her work by the meeting. This letter will help to support her interfaith dialogue work by providing her with the Meeting’s corporate support and recognition. (Ask Deb to send you a copy electronically.) Rebecca is a member of Westtown Monthly Meeting which is a part of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends which is within the Christian tradition. The Meeting approved the letter and will allow Rebecca and Deb to work out the details.
· Draft Memorial Minute for Tom Brown (ask Anne for an electronic copy)
· The focus of the minute is his connections with the meeting.

· Add something about work for the plant sale all the years and perhaps leave out the bit about the benches. 

· The Meeting thanked Anne for her work on this memorial

· The Memorial minute was approved

· Worship and Ministry

· Adult First Day School- Janet Nicholson is proposing that there be a sign up sheet and be limited to 15-18 students. Students could sign up for all the sessions or just cherry pick sessions. The sessions would run concurrent with Meeting. That is start at 10:30 and end at 11:30. The first session would be the last Sunday in March, a Sunday in April and a Sunday in May. The focus would be Worship Sharing around readings from Faith and Practice (perhaps Godly play with Melinda Bradley), another Sunday on the Quaker Testimonies, the last Sunday would be outdoor worship. Efforts would be made to coordinate with others who offer alternatives to MFW such as QLP or faculty through the weekend program. 

· The Meeting likes the emphasis on Worship Sharing

· The need to communicate with all of us to reach out to our high school students who are not connected directly to the school. 

· Adult members are invited to participate.

· The Meeting approved and asked that Janet look to the 4th Sunday as the Sunday 

· Last Sunday Worship and Ministry discussed having a prayer group to meet and pray. W&M is looking at 1st and 3rd Sundays as the Sundays this would happen. The first one happened 1/31. There will be one today in the Meeting House during coffee. 

· Last week’s discussion of Rex Ambler’s book had eight folks including 1 student.

· Pastoral Care and Concern

· Last meeting we went through our membership rolls and discussed members who are not physically present in our committees and are not presenting financially. 

· Chip Junkin has requested that he and his family be removed from Westtown Monthly Meeting membership.

· The Committee will bring to the next Monthly Meeting the list of folks who the committee has been working with. 

Should we have postcards or a sign in book for visitors? What about contribution envelops for members and visitors?
Respectfully submitted

Margaret Haviland

Recording Clerk

